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American Schools for American Artists 



By NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT 



TIME was in this country when men 
and women who felt the call looked 
about them despairingly to find a 
place where the most elementary instruc- 
tion in art could be had. Teachers there 
were; but what teachers! The old Euro- 
pean system of apprenticeship to masters 
had not gained a foothold here. To be 
sure, there were men like Gilbert Stuart 
who gave counsel and encouragement to 
beginners who brought formal letters of 
introduction. But of solid daily help in 
the elements of architecture, sculpture, and 
painting there was little. 



' Since that day art schools in America 
have risen to considerable influence, so that 
no student ought to arrive in Europe for 
the finishing touches of. his education, and 
give the old excuse for poor groundwork. 
It is possible nowadays for a painter or 
sculptor, an architect or student of the ap- 
plied arts, on quitting his own country, to 
leave behind him a record of several years 
fruitfully devoted to education under com- 
petent teachers. But we are not yet pro- 
vided with the second desideratum, a place 
where advanced or, one may say, graduate 
artists can complete their education. 
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Dealers in "Old Masters" Exclusively 
707 FIFTH AVE. at 55th Street NEW YORK 




=^i Lewis Warrington, American Naval Officer 
jji By Rembrandt Peale (1778-1860) 

Wjll Size of canvas 30" x 25" 




Lewis Warrington, horn 
Virginia, 1782; died 
18.51; educated at Wil- 
liam & Mary College; 
entered U. S. Navy 
1800; served during 
Tripolitan war; as 
Master - Commandant 
of "Peacock" captured 
British "Epervier" 
after engagement of 42 
minutes. Thi;. victory 
gained his Captaincy, 
gold medal and thanks 
of Congress, 18 ^Presi- 
dent of the Board of 
Navy Commissioners, 
1841; Chief of Bureau 
of Yards and Docks, 
1842-6. Town near 
Pensacola Navy Yard 
named in his honor. 






ur collection of paintings by 
the "Old Masters" is the 'largest 
in the country. The pictures sold 
by us are alway? exchangeable at 
the full purchase price. 



Physicians have their post-graduate 
courses at certain institutions, and so have 
other students, but the artists have none. 
Some favored ones, it is true, win schol- 
arships that allow them residence for a 
term of years in Europe. But they are 
few in number. Besides, they pass some 
of the most impressionable of their years 
abroad, and, while absorbing a certain 
amount of foreign ideas and customs, al- 
most always, inevitably, lose touch with 
their own people just at the age when young 
men in other professions are more fully 
than before learning to know and under- 
stand their fellow-countrymen. 

Would not better results ensue if they 
passed their "post-graduate course" here, 
and left foreign travel to an age when, 
through their own efforts, they could af- 
ford it? John La Farge, George Inness, 
Homer Martin, Winslow Homer are only a 
tithe of the painters of high renown who 
came into the keen delights of European 
travel. Each profited by visits to France 
and Italy, England or Holland ; but none 
lost their native quality in the process or 
their t6uch with America. 

It has been noticed often in France that, 
of the men who won the Prix de Rome 
and lived on that scholar's fund in Italy, 
very few became noted masters. And yet 
some of the most famous French painters 
before the Revolution not only went to 
Rome, but stayed there most of their lives 
— notably Poussin and Claude the Lor- 
rainer. But the "Romeos," the Prix de 
Rome men of a later generation, gained 
their prizes when young and went to Italy 
in their formative years. Is not that the 
reason why so often they disappointed 
their teachers and friends? This may be 
considered another warrant for believing 
that American art students need a Prix de 
New York far more than they do the 
scholarships they now enjoy, which are 
good for two or three years of work in 
Paris or Rome. 

We should recollect that in matters of 
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art the general aspect has changed very 
radically. Not only do modern foreign art- 
works, and foreign artists, too, seek our 
land, but in the way of ancient and mediae- 
val and old objects of the fine and applied 
arts, in those of ancient and living bar- 
barians also, we are provided as never be- 
fore. Our large cities have so many archi- 
tects, sculptors, painters, and other work- 
men that any one who wishes to rub el- 
bows with the men who "do things" has 
only himself to blame if he fails to meet 
them. We have the living workers and 
sufficient examples of the work of the past 
to satisfy the greediest student. But what 
certainly we do lack is a place where young 
people who have gone through the drill and 
drudgery of the technique of their profes- 
sion can apply themselves to the higher 
fields of art thought, art feeling, without- 



being at once forced into bitter breadwin- 
ning and without being separated from the 
community which in time will provide them 
a livelihood. 

Here, then, is a held of endeavor for 
some founder or some knot of founders to 
establish a nucleus of studios and work- 
shops which might provide for the higher 
art education something parallel with, 
though unlike, the post-graduate college. 
A place where artists who have perfected 
themselves in technique could have oppor- 
tunity to develop into "little masters" if 
it's in them ; where for a few years they 
might study a wide range of art ; where 
they could listen and learn and ponder ; 
where they might have time to consult 
their own powers and characters as to the 
best direction in which to labor. 

In, or rather near, a great crater of busi- 
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ness like New York would be the ideal 
spot, for there they could feel the stir of 
the folk-centre and yet enjoy the beauty 
and calm of the country, somewhat as the 
Barbizon painters enjoyed the Fontaine- 
bleau Forest and the wide arable plain at 
their doors, yet had Paris within easy hail. 
There these "post-graduates'' could reach 
museums and exhibitions in an hour or so, 
while their home life might be as noiseless 
as the cloister. What art society, which 
union of art lovers, will be the first to 
grapple with this problem? — New York 
Evening Post. 



Official Persian Loan Exhibition at the 
Ehrich Galleries. 

THE special event for the month of 
November in The Ehrich Galleries 
will be the exhibition of the entire 
Persian art collection from the Panama- 
Pacific Exposition. The collection, consist- 
ing of tapestries, rugs, miniatures, manu- 
scripts, pottery and inlaid furniture, has 
been on exhibition in several of the lead- 
ing art centers since the close of the San 
Francisco Exposition. It is particularly 
rich in textiles and miniatures. The old 
rugs are of great interest to art lovers, be- 
ing marvels of color and texture, and many 
of them full of symbolic allusion impreg- 
nated with romance and poetry. There 
are rare and costly examples of early man- 
uscripts containing scores of pages of the 
most sumptuous illuminated miniatures 
and caligraphy commissioned by royal pa- 
trons of the arts. 

After many years of neglect the world 
of art has of late turned its attention to 
Persia, with one of those periodical im- 
pulses of ardor that mark the fickle tide of 
fashion in art matters. To collectors who 
have made a special study of its genesis, 
its development and the points which dif- 
ferentiate the seven eras of art in Persia, 
it possesses the still greater fascination in- 
herent in a subject that is made one's own. 
since the fullest enjoyment of any art is 
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METAL WARE INLAID WITH GOLD AND 
DAMASCENED 

— In the Official Persicm Exhibition (ti- 
the Ehrich Galleries 

so closely bound up with the first-hand 
knowledge of its sources and aims. 

The rare objects that will be shown were 
produced during a number of centuries — 
the most modern dating back to the early 
nineteenth. They are pronounced by art- 
experts as being among the very best and 
authentic representatives of Persian art, 
and have been culled from some of the 
most important collections in Persia. While 
the American public is familiar with the 
beautiful weaves of Persia, there are only 
a few art lovers and scholars that have 
any idea of the large variety of objects 
of fine art which have not only been pro- 
duced in Persia from the earliest days, but 
originated with the people of that land. 

Certain objects in the Exhibit will be 
offered for sale. These are owned by 
wealthy Persians who are willing to sell 
and have the money used to alleviate the 
suffering in Persia at the present time, pro- 
voked by the war. The Exhibition will be 
in charge of Mr. S. Hossein, who has 
shown it throughout America since the 
close of the P. P. I. Exposition. 

The bigness of this Exhibit makes it- 
difficult to particularize in a brief article. 
Please bear in mind that most of the articles 
were loaned from famous Persian collec- 
tions with the view of revealing* to the 
Western world something of the richness 
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and antiquity of the civilization of the land 
of the shahs. The exhibit would doubtless 
have been returned long since to its own- 
ers but for the dangers of transportation in 
war time which resulted in keeping the 
collection in this country. Now conditions 
have so changed in Perisa that many of 
the objects are going to be sold, and, as 
has been said, the money used for charity. 
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LANDING OF THE VIKINGS 
By H. van der Weyder 

— From the Galleries of A. Kimbel <G 
Son, New York 

THE exhibition of the painting "Land- 
ing of the Vikings" by Mr. Harry 
van der Weyden at the galleries of A. 
Kimbel & Son, No. 12 West Fortieth 
street, calls attention to another artist who 
is doing his all for the Allied Cause. Mr. 
van der Weyden is a native of Boston who 
has made his home for many years at Mon- 
treuil sur Merx, in France. At the begin- 
ning of the war he tendered his services to 
France and was given a post in one of the 
departments. Two of the artist's sons en- 
tered the military service of France. 

"Landing of the Vikings" is an imagi- 
native subject showing the ancient sea rov- 
ers before the rock bound coast of New 
England. The skipper, his cloak of skins 
and his long hair flowing in the breeze, 
stands in the bow of a boat struck with 
wonder at a sunset vision in the clouds, 
colossal Indians mounted on steeds, pur- 
suing the chase. 



